Teratomas of the head and neck in infancy and childhood.
Teratomas of the head and neck make up only 9% of tumours occurring during childhood. They may occur within the upper aerodigestive tract or outside it in the neck. In either case they may present a life-threatening airway obstruction, which sometimes can occur at birth. We report the case of a child who presented at birth with a mass in the left submandibular region, and who subsequently developed a tumour at the upper pole of the left tonsil. Both lesions were teratomas with a similar histological composition. The significance of this is discussed in terms of the theories that have been previously advanced to explain the development of teratomas. Both tumours have been removed and the child remains well and free of recurrence.